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officials from both sides of the international boundary with
evident effects on accepted thought and current procedure.
Social environment has triumphed" over British inheritance,
and Canadian democracy has come to assimilate numerous
institutional elements from American democracy,  notably
the annual election of councils, direct election of mayors,
elected boards of control in many cities, payment of elected
officers, and frequent delegation of administrative functions
to  nominated  commissions  or  boards  whose  powers  are
conferred by provincial statute.    These bodies deal with such
matters as police, parks, and transport.    Notable are the
elected school boards, rooted in a remote Canadian past,
which spend a substantial portion of the money raised by
local taxes.17   This partiality for independent administrative
commissions, with its effect of diffusing responsibility,  is
a striking departure from the British system, wherein adminis-
trative and legislative functions are generally concentrated
within the one council, and responsibility is not split into
fragments.    Thus, in its urban units, Canada pays tribute
to the principle of checks and balances in a divided authority,
so much cherished ^n the United States.   Taxation of real
estate has been almost completely reserved to the munici-
palities, and assessment of property is on the American
rather than on the British plan, imposed upon capital instead
of rental value.    A zeal for varied experiment and diverse
forms has marked the municipal institutions of Canada only
a little less than those of its neighbour.    Although there is a
tendency to imitate American innovations, there is also a
disposition to carry out changes more slowly, and sometimes,
as in the case of annually elected civic councils, Canadians
ding to what originally had been American practices long
after they had  lost favpur in  the United  States.    The
peculiar social milieu of the different regions profoundly
influences municipal structures.
The system of Ontario with its townships and counties,
when extended to the West, was altered somewhat in adapting
it to an area of sparse settlement. Hence the common rural
B 1TIa the cities of Ontario the expenditure on education has generally con-
stituted between 25 and 35 per cent of the total municipal budget.